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; LE MESURIER, MAvox. 


Tueſday the 28th Day of January, 1794, in the thirty-fourth Year of 
the Reign of King George the Third, of Great Britain, &c. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend Mr. TOWN LEY, Chaplain to the Right Honourable the 
Lorp Mayor, for his excellent Sermon preached at the Pariſh Church 
of Saint Lawrence Fewry, before the Loxp Mayor, Sntrirrs, and 
GENTLEMEN of the Common Council, on Sunday the Twelfth of this 
Month, and that he be deſired to print the ſame. 


RI X. 


LE MESURIER, MAvOR. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City 
of London, on Wedneſday the 29th Day of Fanuary, 1794. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend Mr. TOWN LEY, Chaplain to the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor, for his excellent Sermon preached at the Pariſh Church 


of Saint Lawrence Zewry, before the Right Honourable the Loxp Mavos, 
Surgirrs, and ſeveral of the Mrukkks of the Common Councir, on 


Sunday the Twelfth of this Month, and that he be requeſted to print the 
ſame, and ſend a Copy thereof to every Member of this Court. 
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TO THE 


Right Honourable PAUL LE MESURIER, 
LORD MAYOR, 


THE 


WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, 


SHERIFES, 


AND THE 


COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONDON, 


THIS 
SERMON, 
3 IN THE | 
Pariſh Church of St. Lawrence Jewry, 
ON 1 THE TWELFTH OF JANUARY, 1794, 


AND PRINTED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


IS RESPECTFULLY. INSCRIBED 
BY THEIR OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


WALBROOK, 3 THE AUTHOR. 


FEBRUARY 27, 1794, 
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T CORINTHIANS, CHAP. XI. VER. 28. 


LET A MAN EXAMINE HIMSELF, AND $0 LET HIM EAT OF THAT BREAD, 


AND DRINK OF THAT CUP, 


Wuonv ER acknowledges the Love of our Redeemer in 
aſſuming our nature, that by his death he might be the pro- 


whoever 1s ſenſible of the benefits and 
bleſſings derived to mankind from his inſtruction and example, 


_«« pitiation for our ſins ; 


cannot be blameleſs in wilfully neglecting his command, This 
« do in remembrance of Me.” And yet, among the omiſſions 
of duty, which may with too much truth be laid to the charge 
of many, who name the name of Chriſt, 2» we find inattention 
to this apoſtolical inſtruQion — . Let a man examine Mn 
10 and ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.“ 


Im this nation, among thoſe who profeſs to reverence the au- 
thority of Chriſt, ſome object — to any participation of the Holy 
B Communion; 
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Communion ; others—to the Made of Communion enjoined in our 
eſtabliſhed Church ; and others—to the interference of the Le- 
giſlature in requiring a compliance with that mode, in thoſe 
who are to be entruſted with power under Government. 


— 


1 
— _ — 
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It may not be inapplicable to the preſent ſolemnity, if I 
conſider, and, according to my ability, endeavour to remove 
ſome of the objections advanced on thoſe three Grounds. 


L.—It is charitable to conelude, that thoſe perſons, who re- 
verence the authority of Chriſt, and yet object to eating of 
that bread, and drinking of that cup in remembrance of him,” 
are in that omiſſion- actuated by error in judgment, not by per: 
verſeneſs of will: yet, as the example countenances, and is 
intended to juſtify, the negle& of that Chriſtian duty, it may 
be expedient to examine the grounds of their objection. 

In juſtification of a total diſregard of the Holy Communion, 
it is contended, that, under grace, Believers are above ordinances, . 
and are releaſed from the obſervance of - ceremonial and poſitive 
duties. — In defence of this, principle, ſome paſſages are adduced 
from the writings of St. Paul, in which he extols . faith,” and 
decries * the works of the Jaw :* in particular, his expoſtulating 


with 


5 
with his converts, © why, as though living in the world, arc 


„ ye ſubject to ordinances ?''*® How turn ye again to the 


„ weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye deſire again to 


„be in bondage?“ f But, before we infer from theſe and 
ſimilar paſſages that Believers are releaſed from the obſervance 
of every ceremonial and poſitive duty, we ſhould conſider what 
„ ordinances,” what ** weak and beggarly elements,” the Apoſtle 


had in view, 


Certain judaizing inſtructors, Who were deſirous to ſuperadd 


the burdenſome rites and ceremonies of the Moſaic law to the 
Chriſtian covenant, had taught ** the Brethren, Except ye be 
© circumciſed after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved.” 
St. Paul, who ſtrenuouſly maintained, that if righteouſneſs 
« come by the law, then Chriſt is dead in vain ;”{$ thus guard 
ed his converts againſt the falſe doctrines of thoſe inſtructors: 
« Stand faſt in the liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
«+ free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
„ Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, 
+ Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing.“ The Apoſtle's reaſoning 

E | Ba manifeſtly 

* Coloſſians 11. 20. + Galatians iv. . 


} Acts xv. 1. §Galatians ii. 21. 


|| Galatians v. 1. 2. 
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manifeſtly refers to Jewiſh ordinances, to the ceremonial law 
of Moſes ; and is improperly interpreted to prove that any in- 
ſtitution of Chriſt may innocently be diſregarded. | 


St. Paul's authority is ſtill the more injudiciouſly appealed 
to, in juſtification of a total diſregard of the Holy Communion, 
becauſe he gave inſtructions for communicating worthily, and 
exhorted the diſciples to examine themſelves, and ſo eat 
„of that bread, and drink of that cup.“ The Lord's Supper, 
or Holy Communion, cannot therefore, in the intention of St. 
Paul, be included among thoſe ** ordinances,” thoſe ** weak 
«© and beggarly elements,“ in which he cautioned his converts 
not to be again entangled.” The ſervant cannot diſannul the 


authority of his maſter : St. Paul cannot releaſe us from 
obedience to Chriſt. | 


It is true, Chriſtians are not under the law, but under 
grace ;” yet they are not releaſed from the obligations of the 
moral law, the law written in their hearts ;** nor from evan- 
gelical duties; nor from obedience to the two Inſtitutions of 
our Redeemer, © Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord.“ They 
cannot indeed too cautiouſly guard againſt ſuperſtition in any 
ſhape ; but they ſhould equally guard againſt diſobedience. 
Believers are not to account themſelves ſo much above ordi- 


nances, 


Eu) 


nances, or, ſo «+. ſpiritual,” as to- conclude they are juſtified 
in deſpiſing the moral. law, in rejecting a Chriſtian miniſtry, 
and in diſcarding every poſitive inſtitution ; leſt, through error of 


judgment, overlooking the authority, aur diſobey the will, of 


the Teacher ſent from God.“ 


But, in juſtification of a total diſregard of the Holy Com- 
munion, it is moreover contended, that receiving bread and 
wine can in no wiſe promote the good of the ſoul; and that the 


Death of Chriſt can be remembered without having recourſe to 
thoſe elements. 


The divine wiſdom, which announces a command, is ma- 
nifeſtly deſpiſed, when human judgment preſumes thus to 
queſtion its propriety. Our Lord and Maſter commanded his 


diſciples to be baptized with water,” and to receive bread 


and wine in remembrance of him.“ Shall we acknowledge his 
divine miſſion, and yet object to the fitneſs of his ordinances ? 
Shall we turn away from our Redeemer's injunctions, as 
Naaman, the haughty Syrian, did from the prophet's inſtruction ? 
Is the wilful diſregard of any duty, enjoined by the authority 
of Chriſt, -reconcileable with our relation to him? Will it 
| expreſs the unreſerved and unlimited ſubjection due to our 
Prophet, 


x 2) 

Prophet, Prieſt, and King? Will it teſtify our deſire of doing 
all things, whatſoever He hath commanded ? — In labour. 
ing to be * ſpiritually - minded,” we act * as becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; but not in rejecting as . carnal” 
his poſitive commands. If we juſtly condemn' the Church 
of Rome for withholding from the people one eſſential 
part of the Communion, can we, as Proteſtants, ſtand ac. 
quitted in our own: judgment, in rejecting the whole of 
our Saviour's inſtitution ? If our Lawgiver ** had bid us do 
«+ ſome. great thing, ſhould we not have done it?“ how 
much rather when he ſaith to us — 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 
II. — But, as there are found among profeſſed Chriſtians, 
ſome, who object to any participation of the Holy Communion ; 
there are, in the ſecond place, others - ho object to the Mode 
of communion enjoined in our eſtabliſhed Church. 


A poſitive duty cannot be obſerved without adopting ſome 
mode. -'Our' Communion-ſervice, or Order for the Adminiſtra. | 
tion of the Lord's Supper, is deſigned to illuftries'!idhic interk 
of our Lord's original inſtitution, to point out the ſolemnity 


of the commemoration, and to excite - in communicants 


da a thankful 


WR) 


a thankful remembrance of his death.“ Yet objections are 
made, by thoſe who ſeparate from the eſtabliſhed Church, 
to many things introduced into that ſervice. 


Some, who imagine no more ſolemnity ſhould be attributed 
to the communion of the Lord's Supper, than to the enjoyment 


of their uſual meal, object to making the commemoration ſerious. - 


— That objection betrays inattention to theſe words of St. Paul; 
„The cup of bleſſing, which we. bleſs, is it not the com- 
„ munion of the blood of Chriſt? The bread, which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Chriſt? Have ye 
not houſes to eat and to drink in? or deſpiſe ye the church 
of God?“ — The ſolemnity introduced into our mode of 
Communion is ſo far from being objectionable, that it is 
ſtrictly - conſonant with an inſtitution deſigned * to ſhew the 
. Lord's death, and to commemorate by the elements of 
bread and- wine his body offered, and his blood ſhed, for 
10 the remiſſion of ſins.“ 


Others, who, do not account one geſture of the human frame 
more expreſſive of devotion than another, and who never bend 


the 


wo 


® 3 Corinthians x, 16, and xi. 22. 
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the knee in public worſhip, object to our receiving the Com- 
munion kneeling ; and inſinuate that the eſtabliſhed Church 
requires ſuch a poſture, in token of our adoring the elements 
of bread and wine: though more than two hundred years have 
elapſed, ſince the Proteſtation was ſubjoined to our Communion. 
ſervice, which, purpoſely to diſclaim any ſuch adoration, ſets 
forth, that—* leſt the ſame kneeling ſhould by any perſons, 
either out of ignorance and infirmity, or out of malice and ob- 
ſtinacy, be miſconſtrued and depraved ; it is here declared, 


that thereby no adoration is intended, or ought to be done, 
either unto the ſacramental bread. or wine, there bodily re- 


ceived, or unto any corporal e of Chriſt's 
fleſh and ä | | 


| 5 paſſage in the exhortation, uſed at the time of adminiſter- 
ing the Holy Communion, by ſome is objected to, as having a 
tendency to leſſen, rather than increaſe, the number of 'commus- 
nicants : on that account it demands a particular examination. 


The paſſage is, in ſubſtance, only a repetition of St. Paul's 
ſentiments on the conſequences of communicating unworthily; 
and, by rightly underſtanding the ground of thoſe ſentiments, 
we ſhall beſt remove the objection. 


St. 


1 
St. Paul was called to the work of the miniſtry after our 
Lord's aſcenſion. The Goſpel he neither received of man, 


neither was he taught it, but by the revelation of Jeſus 
« Chriſt.”* He * received of the Lord, that which he alſo 


«« delivered” unto his diſciples, * that the Lord Jeſus, the ſame. 


„night in which he was betrayed, took bread ; and when he 
«© had given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Take, cat, this is 
*© my body, which is broken for you; this do in remembrance 
of me. After the ſame manner alſo he took the cup, when 
„ he had ſupped, ſaying, this cup is the new teſtament in 


„ 


«© brance of me. That inſtitution could not be unimportant 
which was thus, after our Lord's aſcenſion, revealed to St. 
Paul; and by him delivered to his diſciples, who did eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup.” But, in conſequence 
of ſome irregularities, the Apoſtle took occaſion to add the 
following ſentiments : ** Whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, and 
«« drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of the 
90 body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine him- 


For he, that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
„ drinketh damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
* body,” + The irregularities condemned in this paſſage 
0 ſeem 


* Galatians i, 12. + 1 Corinthians xi, 23-25. f 1 Corinthians xi, 27—29. 


my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye ſhall drink it, in remem- | 


«« ſelf, and ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 


» 
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ſeem to have ariſen from the abuſe of the mode in which 
the Corinthian diſciples celebrated the Communion, when 
one was hungry, and another was drunken.” - Our Order 
for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, in precluding 
the poſſibility of ſuch irregularity, removes all apprehenſion 
of communicating unworthily on that ground: ſtill the ſub- 
ſtance of the Apoſtle's admonition is introduced into our 
exhortation, with the pious deſign of impreſſing the mind 
with the idea both of the neceſſity of ſelf. examination, and 
the ſolemnity of that commemoration, which ** ſhews the 
Lord's death till he come.” Nor would it, on the whole, 
be eaſy to produce a mode of Communion, better adapted, 
either to illuſtrate the intent of our Lord's inſtitution ; or to 
fill the heart of the communicant with the moſt. giateful ſenſe 
of the Mercy 0d Love of Chriſt. 


III.— But, as among thoſe, who profeſs to reverenee the name 
and authority of Chriſt, ſome object to any participation of the 
Holy Communion, and others to the Mode of Communion en- 
joined in our eſtabliſned Church; ſo, there are, in the third 
place, others, who object to the interference of the Legiſlature 
in requiring a compliance with that mode in thoſe, who are 
to be entruſted with power under Government. 


The 


3 


The objections, uſually advanced on that ground, call in 
queſtion - both the juſtice of the Legiſlature's propoſing terms 
of qualification; and the propriety of applying an act of re. 
ligion, and in particular the Holy Communion, to anſwer a 
ſecular purpoſe. 


It cannot be unjuſt for the Legiſlature to propoſe terms of 
Qualification for admiſſion into offices of truſt and power, be- 
cauſe the end of Government is general Security. 


If it be urged, that in exerciſing ſuch authority, the Le- 
giſlature infringes on * the natural rights of man ;* it muſt be 
remembered, that, as civil Society wiſely infringes on many 
rights, which might have full ſcope in a ſtate of nature, no 
individual member of ſociety has, or can have, a natural 
right to offices of truſt and power. 


In a ſtate of nature (if any ſuch there be) the individual is 
ſubject to no controul, amenable to no temporal tribunal ; 
but is at once the judge and the avenger of his own cauſe. In 
civil ſociety every individual gives up a portion of his na- 
tural liberty, in being ſubje& to legal controul, and in having 
judgment and redreſs determined by legal inveſtigation. All 
exiſting Goveꝶ ments require ſome explicit teſtimony of good 
C 2 affection 


1 
affection in thoſe, to whom, for the ſafety of the State, power 
and the adminiſtration of juſtice are entruſted: Nor can any 
member of ſociety in truth account himſelf treated with in- 


juſtice, if the impediment to his accepting offices of truſt and 
power reſt entirely with himſelf. 


\ 


But, though the End of government, general Security, may 
juſtify the Legiſlature in requiring ſome Qualification, or Teſt, 
of thoſe, who deſire to be inveſted with authority ; yet an ob- 
jection is made to the propriety of a religious teſt, grounded 
on this principle, that Government has no concern with 
Religion. —If Government were really to have no concern with 
Religion, the want of that care would ſoon totally ſubvert Go- 
vernment. There has never yet exiſted, in heathen or chriſtian 
empires, a legiſlature without upholding and protecting ſome 
principles of religion. The Chriſtian Religion forms an eſ- 
ſential part of the laws of our land: The Church of England 
is one branch of the Conſtitution; and the Legiſlature had in 
view the ſecurity of the who/e in paſſing the Corporation and 


Teſt 
* © Chriſtianity is part of the laws of England.“ BLACKSTONE, 


> © In order the better to ſecure the Eſtabliſhed Church againſt perils from non- con- 
* formiſts of all denominations, Inſidels, Turks, Jews, Papiſts, and Sectaries, there are 
* two Bulwarks erected ; called, the Corporation and Teft Acts.“ 
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Teſt Acts: for, knowing, that whoever in his conſcience 


was perſuaded, that a foreign Potentate ought in this nation to 
exerciſe ſupreme authority in all cauſes, eccleſiaſtical as well 
as Civil, he, if he acted conſiſtently, and were poſſeſſed of ſuf. 
ficient power, would gladly reunite theſe kingdoms to the triple 
crown; knowing likewiſe, that whoever in his conſcience was 
perſuaded, either in civil matters, that the regal authority and 
hereditary nobility ought to be extirpated, and the republicaa 
form, or levelling ſyilem, * to prevail in this kingdom ; or, 
that in ſacred matters, a national Eſtabliſhment of Religion, 
under the regular orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, is 
ſinful, antichriſiian, and idolatrous, he would endeavour openly 
to ſubvert, or clandeſtinely to undermine, what his conſcience 
thus reprobated ; the Britiſh Legiſlature, taking theſe points 
into mature conſideration, provided, by the Corporation and 
and Teſt Acts, that civil and military power ſhould not in- 
diſcriminately be obtained ; nor, after what had then recently 
and ſeverely been experienced, the Conſtitution in Church 
and State be again ſubverted, and its friends and adyocates 


perſecuted. 
Attention 


There was at this time (1647) a new faction grown up in the army, which were, 
either by their own denomination, or with their own conſent, called Lewellzrs; who 
declared, that all degrees of men fhould be levelled, and an Equality ſhould be 


« eſtabliſhed both in Titles and Eftates, throughout the kingdoms.” 
| CLARENDON's HISTORY OF THE REBELLION, 


t ) 


Attention to general ſecurity, expedience, common prudence, 
and inſtruction from woful experience, juſtified the requiring 
an explicit and ſolemn teſtimony of good affection in thoſe en- 
truſted with the peace and ſafety of the nation. 


But, admitting the juſtice of the Legiſlature's requiring ſome 
folemn teſtimony of good affection to the Conſtitution, Mill it is 
repreſented as highly improper, that the ſacred inſtitution, juſt 
conſidered, ſhould be applied to anſwer any ſecular purpoſe. 
— Receiving the Communion, as required by law, is improperly 
called the Qualification.” Good affection to our national Eſta- 
bliſhment of Religion is with reaſon expected in thoſe, to whom 
the preſervation of the Conſtitution, in any degree, is entruſted ; 
and is, in fact, the Qualification which the Law means to re- 
quire: of that Qualification, the receiving of the Communion, 
according to the rites of the Eſtabliſhed Church, is conſidered 
as the Teſt and Evidence: the Legiſlature preſuming, that they, 
who communicate with the Church in its higheſt and moſt 
facred ordinance, are perſons, who cannot be led by any real 
diſaffection to it, to ſeek its Deſtruction. — And ſurely the com- 
municant may faithfully diſcharge his Chriſtian duty in . eating 
of that bread, and drinking of that cup; may, with the pro- 

per diſpoſition of mind, receive the Communion according to the 


rites 
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rites of our Church, though he is to fill ſome place of truſt, or to 
diſcharge the honourable, yet arduous, duties of the Magiſtrate. 
If any one is conſcious to himſelf of the beſt motives and 
intentions in coming to ** the Lord's Supper,” let him not be 
diſcouraged, either by the erroneous judgment of thoſe,. who 
object to any participation of the Holy Communion ; or by the 
prejudices of thoſe, who, averſe to a national Eſtabliſhment of 
Religion, object to our Mode of Communion.— The man, who 
lives in the commiſſion of any known fin and iniquity, -or 
who harbours injurious intentions and unrelenting thoughts, is, 
in every ſenſe, and on every ground, unworthy to commemorate 
that Love, which induced the Son of God to leave the Throne 
of his eternal Glory, on purpoſe that He might <* redeem us 


from all iniquity, and purify unto — a peculiar people, 


*« zealous of good works.“ 


To conclude. — If it ſhould, in the laſt place, be objected, 


that, conſidering the infirmity and imperfection of our nature, 


no mortal can worthily communicate; that objection would 
effectually fruſtrate our Lord's command, and for ever pre- 
clude human beings from ** ſhewing his death, in eating of 
that bread, and drinking of that cup, in remembrance of 

„% him.” 


Titus ii. 14. 
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him.“ But, whoſoever cometh unto God in faith and in 
repentance, ** He will in no wiſe caſt out.” God will 0 


our ſincere, though, in too many reſpects, imperfect ſervices; 


not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Therefore let a man examine him- 
«© ſelf :”—that Duty is indiſpenſable :—and, by the wiſdom and 
piety of the Church, bey, who come to the Lord's Supper, 
are required —* to examine themſelves, whether they repent 
them truly of their former ſins ; ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead 
* a new life; to have a lively faith in God's mercy through 
* Chriſt, with a thankful remembrance of his death, and to 
be in charity with all men.” 


To God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, all honour, 
praiſe, might, majeſiy, and dominion, now, 
henceforth, and for evermore. AMEN, 
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